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The War on Truth
[ BOAR T AR BOaR AR 802 A, R. 77)LW %

The conceptual notion of War has been a banner of concern for more than one United States president. For Lyndon Johnson, it
was the War on Poverty. For Richard Nixon, it was the War on Drugs. For George W. Bush, it was the War on Terrorism. But what
concerns most Americans today is Donald J. Trump and his War on Truth. Information has become the greatest victim of the War on
Truth by the current president of the United States. Right from the start, reaction to both the crowd size at the inaugural ceremony and
the greater numbers of votes by over three million citizens for Hillary Clinton in the 2016 Presidential election laid the groundwork for
an administration founded on deception, subterfuge and blatant lies. This war on the truth is unparalleled in history. It also rivals such
deceptive and suppressive activities of Hitler's book burnings and practices of his Minister of Propaganda Joseph Goebbels to hide the
extermination of more than six million Jews and the concentration camps where they were held. Ironically, although not to the degree
of the death camps of the holocaust, these activities harken back to the cages in migrant detention camps established in 2018, in which
children and refugees from repressive governments of Guatemala, Honduras and El Salvador have been held at the U.S. - Mexico
border. Many of the cult like members of the Trump administration's supporters in Congress took great umbrage when comparisons to
Hitler's concentration camps were made by the opposition party (the Democrats).

The most effective weapons to wage Trump's War on Truth have been various forms of social media, the internet and various cable
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news sources. Specifically, Twitter, Facebook and Instagram have become the most convenient and effective vehicles to attack the
truth through misinformation, distraction and gaslighting in the forms of micro targeting, spear phishing, as well as the use of bots and
trolls. On other media levels, questionable blogs and entries in Wikipedia call its integrity into question. In response to these attacks
on the truth, Google and Twitter have made efforts to review and block fake news entries. Rather than adopting these monitoring
strategies, Facebook requires users to decide for themselves whether to accept the validity of the posts. Unfortunately, consumers of
information in social media or on cable news sources blindly follow only information sources based on their preconceived notions
of the truth. This is known as cognitive bias. In the most extreme cases, they believe that if it is on the Internet, it must be true -
regardless if it is from a reputable news agency or simply from a blog, a bot, a troll farm, micro targeting or spear phishing.

Recently, FBI director Christopher Wray has addressed this issue of cognitive bias. Following the release of the Department of
Justice's questionable statements regarding the Trump Administration's manipulative actions in the Ukraine, he responded, “It’s
important for the American people to be thoughtful consumers of information, to think about the sources of it and to think about the
support and predication for what they hear.”

Simply stated, Director Wray said, "Don't believe everything you hear or read.", In stark contrast to this warning against fake news,
Trump has said, 'What you're seeing and what you're reading is not what's happening' chanting the usual mantra, fake news when the
veracity of his statements are called into question. The Orwellian similarities are stunning.

It is more than tragic that the Trump administration, through its actions, has enabled countless public officials to propagate fake
news and so-called alternative facts in public hearings, in interviews or in social media. In contrast, officials at the Environmental
protections Agency were prohibited from releasing empirical scientific evidence on global climate change under the strict orders of
the White House. In another instance, the White House used a black marker pen in a clumsy attempt to change the path of a hurricane
on a map issued by the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. The reason simply was to match the map to an erroneous
statement Trump made publicly. In the most sinister case, witnessed were ordered to ignore authorized subpoenas to appear at the
congressional Judiciary and Intelligence committee hearings on the Ukraine arms funding scandal. Those witnesses who dared to defy
the White House efforts to suppress sworn testimony became victims of brazen witness tampering.

By the latest count of reputable fact-finding sources, the White House has chalked up more than 15,000 lies. The refusal of all but
one Republican in Congress to dispute these lies, begs the question of whether this extreme partisanship should not be considered
an outright cult. Rather than referring to Republicans by name, many political commentators now regularly referred to the Trump
supporters as Cult 45 since Trump is the 45" president of the United States. Consequently, the tribal nature of politics in contemporary
American society calls into question the legitimacy of holding a fair and unbiased Senate hearing to review the Articles of
Impeachment forthcoming from the House of Representatives.

In a recent example of this tribal political behavior, one member of the House of Representatives was emboldened into posting a
deceptively edited photograph of former President Obama shaking hands with the Iranian President Rouhani with the caption, "The
world is a better place without these guys in power." In fact, the photo was taken in 2011 with Indian Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh. The congressman in cult like obedience to President Trump, has refused to apologize or retract the grievous false post. Such
manipulations of fact and truth must be categorically rejected. Unfortunately, the political and media world in Washington is currently
in a crisis of confidence to call out such lies and deception. Failure to do so will lead to a post Orwellian dystopian society making the
novel /984 pale in comparison.

In summary, students must develop and exercise critical thinking skills to recognize, challenge and reject misinformation,
disinformation, distraction, deflection, hysterical rhetoric, subversive media sabotage and all other forms of fake news and so-called
alternative facts that wage war on the truth.
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